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November 21, 2023
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order

Chairperson Supervisor Otten called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Joel Kjome, Dennis Beise, Nancy Norsby, Troy Beise, Dale Otten, and Clerk/Treasurer Rachelle McDougall.
Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  
November 8, 2023, Regular Mtg. Minutes 

A motion was made by Supervisor Troy Beise and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to approve the meeting minutes from November 8, 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.
Continued Items 
Wright County – Grant Program Township Surface Transportation Projects

Supervisor Otten contacted Dan from Wright County regarding the grant process.  Dan informed Otten of a company that may help with the grant process.  The Board discussed hiring a company to help with the grant process.  This item will be discussed at the next regular meeting when more information is received.  

Wright County Request for Letters of Support – Broadband Project

The Board discussed sending a letter of support for broadband.  The Board was unclear about cost to the Township, area being proposed and total amount.  Wright County Commissioner Nadine Schoen was present and informed the board there would be no cost to the township.  Wright County has allocated $8,234.00 for broadband in Rockford Township based off the annual Town Road money distribution.  
Clerk McDougall clarified as in previous meetings; this was not the same area as the existing grant.  The Clerk noted the information is included in their meeting packets clarifying the existing grant along with a map and another document showing the possible 48 address points for the 2024 grant.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Norsby and seconded by Supervisor Troy Beise to approve writing and submitting a letter of support as requested for broadband.  Motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to authorize Norsby and Otten to communicate outside the meeting and send on behalf of the Board a letter of support for the broadband project.  Motion carried unanimously.
Maintenance Crew 
Chairperson Supervisor Otten addressed a letter from Maintenance Crew Miller who was unable to attend.  Miller requested an increase of what the township pays monthly from $665 to $1,000 towards fulltime employee health and dental insurance premiums.  Miller’s letter noted the Board increased the amount at the budget meeting early in the year and the residents approved the proposed budget.  Supervisor Otten questioned if they would need to make a motion.  Supervisor Norsby noted it should be applied automatically as of 2024.  Supervisor Kjome agreed since the budget was approved at the annual meeting it should automatically go into effect without making a motion because the budget was passed at the annual meeting.  Clerk McDougall informed Chairperson Otten they would need to make a motion.  During the discussion before the motion was called, Supervisor Kjome stated again that the board does not need to make a motion since the budget was passed.  Kjome stated you do not need a motion and questioned the Clerk “where do you get that?” and “where do you come up with that?”  Clerk McDougall informed the Board why a motion was required.  Clerk McDougall explained the process of when a board prepares a proposed budget and when the residents at the annual meeting approve the budget.

A motion was made by Supervisor Otten and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve increasing the monthly amount for fulltime employee’s health and dental insurance from $665 to $1,000 per month starting January 1, 2024.  Motion carried unanimously.  
The board viewed information about what other township charge for culverts, bands, and aprons.  No changes were made since the board made their decision at the previous regular meeting November 8, 2023.

The board reviewed the road counts for 25th St. SE.

Public Comment - None
New Items 
November 21, 2023, Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion was made by Supervisor Troy Beise and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to approve the Planning Commission recommendations for November 21, 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.
Set Time & Date to Meet to Discuss the Restroom Addition 

A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Otten to approve setting a meeting date and time at the December 19, 2023, regular meeting for January 2024 to discuss restrooms.  Motion carried unanimously.
Clifton Larson Allen Contract for 2023 Audit

A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the Clifton Larson Allen Contract for the 2023 Audit.  Motion carried unanimously.
Resolution 2023.1 Designate Polling Place for 2024 Elections

A motion was made by Supervisor Norsby and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to approve Resolution 2023.1 Designating the Polling Place for the 2024 Elections for Precinct 1 and Precinct 2.  Motion carried unanimously.
Supervisor Joel Kjome – Noted the windows are installed and should be completed November 22, 2023.
Supervisor Nancy Norsby – Discussed rural residential speed limits and 36th St. SE is considered a transition area.  Norsby was unsure of the meaning in regards to the speed limits being classified as transition.
Supervisor Dennis Beise – Supervisor Dennis Beise discussed the stage area and noted it does not look finished.  Supervisor Troy Beise is working on getting ideas to finish the front of the stage since the flooring tiles could not be placed on the front area of the stage.
Supervisor Troy Beise – Supervisor Otten received a call about a property on Eckert Ave. SE operating a nursery.  Various departments in the county have been trying to resolve the problems with the property owner who is operating various businesses at this location.  Supervisor Otten suggested operation cleanup because of the junk on the property.  The property issues were taken into consideration by Wright County Courts and dismissed.  The reason for the dismissal is unknown.  The Board discussed the property on Eckert Ave. SE and HWY 55 SE a few years ago and it was given to Wright County seeking a resolution to the problem.  Wright County Commissioner Nadine Schoen discussed the property and trying to find a solution and working with the township in fixing the issues.  The Board may discuss this at a future meeting.
Supervisor Dale Otten – Clerk McDougall and Deputy Clerk Hunt requested the board reimburse vacations hours used on November 7, 2023, since they were unable to work while flooring was being installed because of toxic fumes.  A motion was made by Kjome and seconded by Troy Beise to approve reimbursing the vacation hours used by Clerk McDougall and Deputy Clerk Hunt on November 7, 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.   
Clerk/Treasurer – Clerk McDougall informed the board the City of Rockford requested an update about a response they were expecting from the Township Attorney about Maple St.  The attorney was working on a response regarding Maple St. and the draft road agreement.  The board will check with the attorney and get an update.
Funds Report – None
Review of Claims 
A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to pay 2023 claim #4871 to #4895 for $40,367.96 including payroll.  Motion carried unanimously.
Adjourn Meeting

Chairperson Supervisor Otten motioned to adjourn at 8:15 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________
Dale Otten (Chairperson)
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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