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July 18, 2023
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order

Chairperson Supervisor Otten called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Joel Kjome, Dennis Beise, Nancy Norsby, Dale Otten, and Clerk/Treasurer Rachelle McDougall, Deputy Treasurer Rommell Hendrickson and Crew Matt Miller.  Supervisor Troy Beise was excused.
Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the agenda with the addition of new item hall rental deposit.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  
July 5, 2023, Regular Mtg. Minutes 

A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the meeting minutes from July 5, 2023 as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Continued Items 
June 20, 2023, Regular Mtg. Minutes 

Supervisor Norsby questioned if the minutes had been updated and Clerk McDougall explained she did not have any changes to her minutes.  Clerk McDougall informed Norsby that she could make her wording additions.  Supervisor Norsby noted she did not take any notes and could not approve the minutes.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to approve the meeting minutes from June 20, 2023 as printed.  Motion carried by a 3 to 1 vote.  In favor – Supervisors Dennis Beise, Otten and Kjome. Opposed – Supervisor Norsby.
Maintenance Crew – Crew Miller was present and discussed the possible need for dust control on 8th St. SE because of detouring traffic from a state road project in the area.  The Board suggested additional watering if needed and may discuss in the future if additional dust control product would need to be applied.
Crew Miller and the Board discussed renting a wood chipper while cutting brush which would save time and numerous trips back to the shop to dump the brush.  The cost to rent a chipper is approximately $180 per day, which would seem cost effective versus numerous trips from the job site to the shop.  A motion was made by Supervisor Norsby and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to rent a wood chipper to eliminate the numerous trips back to the shop for dumping.  This should include wearing all safety gear required while chipping brush such as hardhat and ear protection along with whatever else is required.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    

Stump grinding – The Board and Crew Miller discussed and agreed to obtain quotes for stump grinding.
Public Comment - None
New Items 
Hall Rental Deposit – Cleaning and Garbage left after a hall rental

The Board discussed the previous hall rental on July 8, 2023 with the renter.  The board discussed the $500 deposit, which is held until after each hall rental, and the building is cleaned.  There were numerous items not cleaned and a couple extra hours spent by the janitorial staff.  The Deputy Clerk also spent two extra hours of cleaning the microwave, refrigerator and areas outside.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Otten to approve the return of $250 and agree the renter would clean three stacks of chairs that currently have glitter on them.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
July 18, 2023, Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to approve the Planning Commission recommendations for July 18, 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.
Culvert Quotes
The board discussed the culvert quotes for culverts that residents purchase from the Township and culverts that the maintenance crew install on projects.   The board received two quotes.  The first quote from True North Steel and the second quote was from Core & Main.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Otten to approve the quote from True North Steel since we have purchased from them previously.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Lighting Quotes 

The Board tabled this item until another quote is received. 
Landscaping Quote
The board discussed the landscape quote for replacing timbers around the tree in the parking lot.   The board received two quotes.  The first quote from Jered’s Lawn Care for $5,200 and the second quote was from Buffalo Floral and Landscaping for $2,700.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the quote from Buffalo Floral and Landscaping.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Building Painting Quotes 
The board discussed the painting quote for the town hall and shop.   The board received two quotes.  The first quote from Eclipse Painting for $15,200 and the second quote from Lewerke Painting was $14,500.  Interruptions from the audience made it difficult to understand what they were discussing along with multiple board members speaking at the same time.  The Board discussed if the Board should review the quotes further prior to approval.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Otten to approve the quote from Eclipse Painting.  Motion carried by a 3 to 1 vote.  Supervisors In Favor - Otten, Kjome, and Norsby.  Opposed – Supervisor Beise
Supervisor Joel Kjome – Supervisor Kjome noted the township bituminous aprons have not been included in the County paving project off County Road 32 as expected and to not pay any invoice if received.  
Supervisor Otten – Supervisor Otten discussed a letter received from the Township Attorney outlining how the Town Board should proceed in getting keys to the Town Clerks office.  The Board did not agree a formal policy/resolution was needed as outlined per the attorney letter.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board when all documents and election materials are secure and storage is purchased she will issue each Board member a key to the Clerk’s Office.  

Supervisor Nancy Norsby – Supervisor Norsby has been looking into various companies to use for township email accounts.  There is a one-time setup up fee of $1,300 and a monthly fee of $3 per email account.  More information will be received and added to the agenda when received.  The Board will review and discuss at a future meeting.  The Board agreed Norsby should gather further information on IONOS.    
Supervisor Dennis Beise – None
Supervisor Dale Otten – Supervisor Otten called on a citizen, which had a comment about wanting to be added to the next agenda in order to speak for 15-20 minutes about a list of grievances he and other citizens have.  Supervisor Otten informed the citizen they would need to fill out the proper document either a public comment form prior to the meeting, which is required to be handed to the Board prior to the meeting beginning in order to speak for 3 minutes.  The citizen may also follow the Township complaint process by submitting a complaint to the Clerk by the agenda deadline.  The agenda deadline is 3 p.m. Wednesday prior to a meeting.  Supervisor Otten also informed the citizen that if others would like to submit a public comment form or complaint form they may do so.  Supervisor Otten stated the Board would not be listening to third party grievances and others must fill out their own forms.  The citizen was becoming disruptive and was asked to leave.  

For the Record - Townships are not required to allow citizens to speak at a public town meeting however; Rockford Township gives a courtesy to the public under a public comment portion during each meeting allowing someone to speak to the Board for 3 minutes.  
Clerk/Treasurer Rachelle McDougall – Clerk McDougall requested Supervisor Kjome speak to the homeowner of the previous junk complaint that was filed in the spring.  The property is located off County Rd. 33 SE and has not been cleaned up.  If the property is not cleaned up, the Town Board may start the Wright County Operation Cleanup.
Funds Report – None
Review of Claims 
A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to pay 2023 claim #4664 to #4686 for $96,945.63 including payroll.  Motion carried unanimously.
Adjourn Meeting

Chairperson Supervisor Otten motioned to adjourn at 7:58 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dale Otten (Chairperson)
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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