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February 7, 2023
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order

Chairperson Eckblad called the meeting to order 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Otten, and Kjome, and Clerk McDougall and Crew Valentine.  
It is with deep regret to report Rockford Township Supervisor John Deitering has passed away.  The Town Board sends their best wishes to the family during these difficult times.  John served as a Town Board member since March 2006.  John was dedicated to giving his time and commitment to his Township community in any way he could.  He will be deeply missed.
Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Beise and seconded by Supervisor Otten to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  

Meeting Minutes

January 17, 2023 Regular Mtg. Minutes 
A motion was made by Supervisor Otten and seconded by Supervisor Beise to approve the January 17, 2023 meeting minutes as printed.  Motion Carried Unanimously. 
Continued Items – None
Maintenance Crew – Crew Valentine discussed trees that fell between the Township property and the neighboring property to the west.  The property owner to the west would like to cut the trees that fell.  The Board agreed they could take the fallen trees as long as a form was filled out stating the Township was not liable for any injuries from the removal of the fallen trees.  
The Board reviewed two quotes for tree removal from 552 Halsey Ave. SE, which is in the Township right-of-way.  The Board agreed the tree was clearly in the road right-of-way.  The quote from Hurley Tree Service was $950.00.  The quote from Bear Tree Care was $1,400.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Otten to approve the quote from Bear Tree Care in the amount of $1,000.00 with the deletion of hauling wood $400.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  If the homeowner would like the wood it will remain there otherwise the wood will be removed.

Public Comment 
Resident Erik Vanderlinden was present to discuss a letter he received regarding plowing the township roadway. The resident stated he had not plowed the road and only plowed driveways with is Kubota.  The Board verified with the resident that if he was plowing the road he should not and the resident stated he understood.  

New Items 
February 7, 2023 Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion was made by Supervisor Beise and seconded by Supervisor Otten to approve the Planning Commission recommendations for February 7, 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.
Troy Beise recommendation – Hiring back up part-time for hall cleaning

Troy Beise was present to recommend John Hazuka be hired as a cleaner to fill in for him when he is off June – August.  John would available other times as needed to fill in.  The Board agreed John had the qualifications to clean the hall and fill-in where he is needed.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Beise to approve the hiring of John Hazuka as a part-time cleaner who will fill in for Troy when needed.  Motion carried unanimously.
Set Board of Appeal and Equalization Mtg. – Confirm April 10th at 6:00 p.m. and discuss which Board members will be completing their training for this meeting

The Board agreed to meet April 10, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. for the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting.  The Board also confirmed they would receive their training that is required for this meeting.  
Rockford Masons - Gambling License for hall rental – insurance purposes only

A motion was made by Supervisor Beise and seconded by Supervisor Otten to approve the Gambling license for the Rockford Masons for insurance purposes during their hall rental.  Motion carried unanimously.
Industrial Park Plow Across and Snow Removal
The Board agreed to send the property owners on Ebersole and 28th St SE in the industrial park a final notice to clean up the snow that was deposited in the right-of-way within 21 days.  If the snow is not removed, the Township will complete the snow removal and send the property owner an invoice for the work completed.  
Supervisor Kjome – Supervisor Kjome and the other Board members expressed their condolences for the loss of John Deitering.  Kjome recommend the Board appoint Troy Beise to fill the position until the term expires next year.  Kjome made this recommendation since Troy had previously expressed interest in being appointed for a previous open seat in 2022.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Beise to approve the appointment of Troy Beise to Supervisor Seat-E for the remainder of the term that expires March 2024.  Motion carried 3 to 1.  Supervisors in favor:  Kjome, Otten, Eckblad.  Abstained:  Beise.  Clerk McDougall will contact Troy to inform him that he has been appointed to the Town Board.
Supervisor Otten – None
Supervisor Beise – Beise informed the Board there would be a service for John sometime in May.
Supervisor Eckblad – None
Clerk/Treasurer McDougall – None
Funds Report – None
Review of Claims 
A motion was made by Supervisor Otten and seconded by Supervisor Beise to pay 2023 claim #4395 to #4429 for $44,447.04 including payroll.  Motion carried unanimously.
Adjourn Meeting

Supervisor Eckblad motioned to adjourn at 7:40 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Gregory Eckblad (Chairperson)
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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