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September 5, 2023
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order

Chairperson Supervisor Otten called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Joel Kjome, Dennis Beise, Nancy Norsby, Troy Beise, Dale Otten, and Clerk/Treasurer Rachelle McDougall, and Crew Al Valentine.
Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to approve the agenda with the deletion of new item B (City of Rockford Maple Street).  Motion Carried Unanimously.  
August 15, 2023, Regular Mtg. Minutes 

A motion was made by Supervisor Norsby and seconded by Supervisor Troy Beise to approve the meeting minutes from August 15, 2023 as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Continued Items - None
Maintenance Crew – Crew Valentine and the board discussed the 2003 grader replacement.  Dave Carothers was present from Ziegler with estimates for a possible replacement in 2024.  The Board will review and discuss at a future meeting if they will be replacing the 2003 grader. 
Public Comment 
Patrick Armstrong – 3641 36th St. SE – Requested the speed limit be lowered from 35MPH to 20 or 25MPH on 36th St. SE for safety reasons.
Duane Bernu – 3620 36th St. SE - Requested the speed limit be lowered from 35MPH to 20 or 25MPH on 36th St. SE.  Bernu discussed areas of the road that is narrow and it is difficult having two cars passing at the same time.  Bernu suggested a 15 or 20 MPH sign.  
James Adams – 3667 36th St. SE - Requested the speed limit be lowered from 35MPH to 20 or 25MPH on 36th St. SE.  Adams discussed blind spots and had concerns with safety.  Adams also noted other roads that had slower speeds and 36th St. SE should be lower.  Clerk McDougall noted the lower speed limits on other township roads met the Resolution requirements at the time of the sign replacement program and all other speed limit signs had to be removed.         

The Board heard all requests to lower the speed limit.  When residents approached the Board in 2022 to lower the speed, the Board agreed the road did meet the requirements to lower the speed to 35 MPH.  This was the lowest speed allowed in 2022.  Supervisor Norsby will look into the laws and if it can be lowered less than 35 MPH and have this information at the next regular meeting.
New Items 
September 5, 2023, Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion was made by Supervisor Norsby and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to approve the Planning Commission recommendations for September 5, 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.
Randy Schaefer – Continuation of Solar for the Township Property – Solar Cost & Design

Randy Schaefer from Wolf River Electric presented the township with a cost estimate for implementing and installing solar on the south side of the township property in order to utilize the land.  Installing solar would be a cost benefit for the township.  The Board would need to obtain a second quote if they are considering moving forward with solar.  This may be added to a future agenda for consideration and further discussion.
Supervisor Joel Kjome – None
Supervisor Nancy Norsby – Norsby noted she would be attending a DOT meeting where she will be able to address a couple intersections that should be considered for revisions.  One intersection is located at Darrow Ave. SE and Co. Rd. 32 and the second intersection is located at 5th St. SE, HWY 55, and Co. Rd. 33 SE
Supervisor Dennis Beise – Supervisor Dennis Beise questioned if the County possibly raised the mailbox posts along Co. Rd. 32.  This item would need to be addressed at the County Highway Department.
Supervisor Troy Beise – Supervisor Troy Beise updated the board that door quotes will be received in the near future.  Troy also discussed the Disaster Plan Book and if it will need to be updated.  Supervisor Troy Beise will do some research about if the book needs to be updated.   
Supervisor Dale Otten – None
Clerk/Treasurer - None
Funds Report – Through July 31, 2023
A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the Funds Report through July 31, 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.

Review of Claims 
A motion was made by Supervisor Troy Beise and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to pay 2023 claim #4731 to #4764 for $39,579.03 including payroll.  Motion carried unanimously.
Adjourn Meeting

Chairperson Supervisor Otten motioned to adjourn at 8:11 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dale Otten (Chairperson)
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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