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March 19, 2024
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order

Chairperson Supervisor Otten called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Joel Kjome, Nancy Norsby, Dennis Beise, Dale Otten, Troy Beise was present via zoom. Clerk/Treasurer Rachelle McDougall and Crew Allen Valentine and Matthew Miller were also present.  
Agenda

A motion to by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mtg. Minutes 

A motion to by Supervisor Norsby and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to approve the Board of Canvas Meeting Minutes March 12, 2024, as printed. Motion carried unanimously.  

Continued Items 
Restroom Addition Discussion
Supervisor Otten referred to a list the architect gave in 2019 of items that needed to be addressed before moving forward with the project.  The items were regarding the concrete block, soil borings, location of existing well and possibly obtaining a current survey, and the septic system.   Supervisor Kjome confirmed the block had been completed. They were unsure if the soil borings were completed but would look into it.  The Board discussed talking with employee Greg Hafften about the condition of the well and if there was any additional information about the septic system.  

The Board discussed if money was in the budget for the restroom addition.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board they had the financial information in order to make a decision if money was available by reviewing their monthly funds report and the annual budget.  Supervisor Kjome suggested hiring a financial planner might be helpful in order to decide if the money was available to complete this project.

Supervisor Troy Beise suggested planning a meeting to review other documents about the restroom and discussing the funds available to move forward with construction.  A motion was made by Supervisor Troy Beise and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to table to the next meeting to discuss and set a date and time to meet for discussion if needed.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Pay Equity Report

The Board reviewed the first notice of non-compliance letter from the Pay Equity Office allowing an additional 90 days to complete the Town Board Pay Equity report.  Failure to complete their report by the deadline would result in a fine.  Supervisor Kjome noted he was unfamiliar with this and mentioned possibly hiring a financial planner.  Supervisor Norsby noted the 90 days would be the end of April and the Board still had time to complete the report.  A motion was made by Supervisor Otten and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to table Pay Equity to the next meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Maintenance Crew 
Sweeping Quotes

The Board received a sweeping quote from Allied Blacktop Co. at $135 per hour for the broom and $135 per hour for the truck.  The sweeping quote from Pearson Bros. Inc. at $140 per hour for the broom and $125 per hour for the truck.  A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to approve the quote from Pearson Bros. Inc. for the 2024 sweeping.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Crackfilling Quotes 
The Board received a Crackfilling quote from Gopher State Sealcoat, Inc. for $34,473.00.  The Crackfilling quote from MN Roadways Co. for $41,000.  A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the quote from Gopher State Sealcoat, Inc. for the 2024 bituminous sealcoating in the amount of $34,000.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Lawn Mower

Maintenance Crew Valentine discussed quotes to replace the lawn mower.  The Board will discuss in the future if the mower needs to be replaced.   
Disc Mower 

Maintenance Crew Valentine presented a quote from Trueman Welters to trade-in the current disc mower and replace it with a new disc mower.  A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Troy Beise to approve the quote from Trueman Welters for a Disc Mower and trade-in for the old disc mower for $5,519.25.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Public Comment 
Bob Hunger 3869 36th St. SE – Bob Hunger gave the Board a copy of his communications with a state representative about the speed limit on 36th St. SE.  The Board reviewed the documents and Supervisor Norsby noted the information previously given to residents about the speed limit.  Supervisor Norsby previously spoke with MNDOT regarding lowering the speed limit on 36th St. SE.  The road did not qualify so MNDOT would not be able to help lower the 35MPH speed limit.  Supervisor Norsby recommended the residents also contact MNDOT to express their concerns.

New Items 
March 19, 2024, Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion to by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the Planning Commission recommendations from March 19, 2024.  Motion carried unanimously.
Approve Plans and Specifications for Eastwood Ave. SE. Deadrick Ave. SE, and 30th St. SE Paving Project.
A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Kjome to approve the Plans and Specifications for Eastwood Ave. SE., Deadrick Ave. SE, and 30th St. SE Paving Project.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Maintenance Crew Miller discussed the bidding process the engineer would like to use.  The bidding would be completed online and the Board would be able to watch the bid opening online or in person.  A motion was made by Supervisor Otten and seconded by Norsby to approve the online bidding process.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Review Various Township Contracts 
The Board noted the Lawns Plus contract was renewed at the February meeting for 2024 when approving the claims.

The Board discussed the contract with Cintas and noted the contract was signed in 2023 and is a 5-year contract.  Clerk McDougall noted signing the contract for renewal as she had done in previous years as the building manager.  Supervisor Norsby stated moving forward the board should view and approve all contracts.  
The Board noted the Waste management contract expires in 2025.  Supervisor Kjome stated he would contact Waste Management for a new dumpster since the current dumpster is leaking and rusted at the bottom.

Supervisor Joel Kjome – Supervisor Kjome noted he checked the industrial park and noted the railroad ties were cleaned up and riprap was add to help prevent washouts.
Supervisor Nancy Norsby - Supervisor Norsby commented the Township Attorney Peter Tiede is not specialized in employment matters and suggested hiring Employment Attorney Susan Tindal to assist with personnel issues when required.  A motion was made by Supervisor Norsby and seconded by Kjome to hire Susan Tindal as the Employment Attorney for Rockford Township.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Supervisor Dennis Beise – None
Supervisor Troy Beise – None
Supervisor Otten – Supervisor Otten noted the grant money would require prevailing wages in order to use the grant.  The grant would need to be completed by the end of November 2024.  10th St. SE culvert replacement is still being worked on. Supervisor Norsby questioned if the Board needed to send a letter of support for St. Michael.  The Board agreed to do the letter of support and Clerk McDougall stated she could send the letter of support to St. Michael regarding the sewer and water systems.  A motion was made by Supervisor Otten and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to approve the Clerk sending the support letter to St. Michael. Motion carried unanimously.
Clerk/Treasurer McDougall – Clerk McDougall informed the Board a PNP Presidential Nomination Primary reimbursement report has been completed and submitted for a refund of expenses for the PNP March 5, 2024 Election.
Funds Report – Through February 29, 2024
A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the Funds Report through February 29, 2024.  Motion carried unanimously.

Review of Claims 
A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the claims #5087 to claim #5109 for $25,446.71 including payroll.  Motion carried unanimously.

Adjourn Meeting

Chairperson Supervisor Otten motioned to adjourn at 8:29 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________
Dale Otten (Chairperson)
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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